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Commanding Prose 
Books Authored By Our Presidents 
 
Our visual memory as Americans includes several striking images of presidents as writers. Who can forget Mark Twain's poignant recollection in 
his Autobiography of Ulysses S. Grant's final days, penciling the last "plums and spices" of his Personal Memoirs before succumbing to throat 
cancer; or the image of John F. Kennedy working on a draft of Profiles in Courage in a hospital bed? The most highly-published president, by 
far, is Theodore Roosevelt who penned 34 books during his life. But many other presidents have taken up the task of writing and publishing their 
thoughts. Jimmy Carter has written 19 books while Woodrow Wilson published 14, Herbert Hoover 15, Richard Nixon 10, William Howard Taft 
9, and Grover Cleveland 7. Whether our presidents have written for posterity or vindication, financial gain or political advantage, they have left 
us a considerable body of literature: 
 
George Washington
Washington, George. Journal of Major George Washington. Williamsburg, 1754. 
 
 
John Adams
Adams, John. A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States of America. London: n.p., 
1787. 
 
Adams, John. Novanglus. Boston: n.p., 1784. 
 
Adams, John. Discourses on Davila. Boston: Russell and Cutler, 1805. 
 
Thomas Jefferson
Jefferson, Thomas. Notes on the State of Virginia. Philadelphia: Prichard and Hall, 1788. 
 
James Madison
Hamilton, Alexander, John Jay and James Madison. The Federalist Papers. New York: George F. Hopkins, 
1802.   
 
 
Recent Additions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Monroe
Monroe, James. The Memoir of James Monroe, Esq. Relating to His Unsettled Claims upon the People and Government of the United
States. Charlottesville, VA: Gilmer, Davis, 1828. 
 
Monroe, James. A View of the Conduct of the Executive, in the Foreign Affairs of the United States, Connected with the Mission to the 
French Republic, During the Years 1794, 5, & 6. Philadelphia: Benj. Franklin Bache, 1797. 
 
John Quincy Adams
Adams, John Quincy. Poems of Religion and Society. Auburn: Miller, Orton & Mulligan,
1848. 
 
-----. Parties in the United States. New York: Greenberg, 1841. 
 
-----. Dermot MacMorrogh or The Conquest of Ireland. Boston: Carter, Hendee, 1832. 
 
-----. The Duplicate Letters ... Documents Relating to Transactions at the Negotiations of Ghent. Boston, n.p., 1822. 
 
-----. Report of the Secretary of State Upon Weights and Measures. 1821 
 
-----. Lectures on Rhetoric and Oratory, Delivered to the Classes of Senior and Junior Sophisters in Harvard University. Boston: 
Harvard, 1810. 
 
-----. Letters on Silesia. London, J. Budd, 1804. 
 
Martin Van Buren
Van Buren, Martin. The Autobiography of Martin Van Buren. John C. Fitzpatrick, ed. Washington, D.C.: American Historical 
Association, 1920. 
 
Van Buren, Martin. Inquiry into the Origin and Course of Political Parties in the United States. New York: Hurd and Houghton, 1867. 
 
William Henry Harrison
Harrison, William Henry. A Discourse on the Aborigines of the Valley of the Ohio. Cincinnati: G.W. Bradbury, 1839. 
 
James Buchanan
Buchanan, James. Mr. Buchanan's Administration on the Eve of the Rebellion: A History of Four Years Before the War. New York: D. 
Appleton, 1866. 
 
Ulysses S. Grant
Grant, Ulysses S. Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant. New York: C. L. Webster, 1885. 
 
Rutherford B. Hayes
Hayes, Rutherford B. Letters and Messages, Together with Letter of Acceptance and Inaugural Address.  Washington, 1881. 
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Grover Cleveland
Cleveland, Grover. Good Citizenship. Philadelphia: H. Altemus, 1908.
 
-----. Fishing and Shooting Sketches. New York: Outing, 1906. 
 
-----. Presidential Problems. New York: Century, 1904. 
 
-----. The Self-Made Man in American Life. New York: T.Y. Crowell, 1897. 
 
Benjamin Harrison
Harrison, Benjamin. This Country of Ours. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1897.
 
-----. The Constitution and Administration of the United States of America. London: David Nutt, 1897. 
 
William McKinley
McKinley, William. The Tariff in the Days of Henry Clay and Since. New York: Henry Clay Publishing, 1896. 
 
Theodore Roosevelt
Roosevelt, Theodore. The Great Adventure: Present-Day Studies in American Nationalism. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1918.
 
-----. National Strength and International Duty. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1917. 
 
-----. The Foes of our Own Household. New York: George H. Doran, 1917. 
 
-----. Fear God and Take Your Own Part. New York: George H. Doran, 1916. 
 
-----. A Book-Lover's Holidays in the Open. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1916. 
 
-----. America and the World War. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1915. 
 
-----. Through the Brazilian Wilderness. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1914. 
 
Heller, Edmund and Theodore Roosevelt. Life-Histories of African Game Animals. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1914. 
 
Roosevelt, Theodore. Theodore Roosevelt, an Autobiography. New York: Macmillan, 1913. 
 
-----. History as Literature, and Other Essays. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1913. 
 
-----. Realizable Ideals. San Francisco: Whitaker & Ray-Wiggin, 1912. 
 
-----. Conservation of Womanhood and Childhood. New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1912. 
 
-----. The New Nationalism. New York: Outlook, 1910. 
 
-----. African Game Trails: An Account of the Wanderings of an American Hunter-Naturalist. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1910. 
 
-----. American Problems. New York: Outlook, 1910. 
 
-----. Good Hunting: In Pursuit of Big Game in the West. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1907. 
 
-----. Outdoor Pastimes of an American Hunter. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1905. 
 
Elliot, D.G. and Theodore Roosevelt. The Deer Family. New York: Macmillan, 1902. 
 
-----. The Strenuous Life; Essays and Addresses. New York: Century, 1900. 
 
-----. Oliver Cromwell: The Story of His Life and Work. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1900. 
 
-----. The Rough Riders. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1899. 
 
Lodge, Henry Cabot and Theodore Roosevelt. Hero Tales from American History. New York: Century, 1898. 
 
Roosevelt, Theodore. American Ideals, and Other Essays, Social and Political. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1897. 
 
-----. New York City: A History. New York: Longmans, Green, 1895. 
 
Grinnell, George Bird and Theodore Roosevelt, eds. Hunting in Many Lands: The Book of the Boone and Crockett Club. New York: 
Forest and Stream, 1895. 
 
Roosevelt, Theodore. The Wilderness Hunter; an Account of the Big Game of the United States and Its Chase with Horse, Hound, and 
Rifle. New York, London: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1893. 
 
-----. Hunting the Grisly, and Other Sketches. New York, London: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1893. 
 
-----. The Winning of the West. London, New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1889. 
 
-----. Ranch Life and the Hunting-Trail. New York: Century, 1888. 
 
-----. Gouverneur Morris. Boston, New York: Houghton, Mifflin, 1888. 
 
-----. Essays on Practical Politics. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1888. 
 
-----. Life of Thomas Hart Benton. Boston, New York: Houghton, Mifflin, 1887. 
 
-----. Hunting Trips of a Ranchman: Sketches of Sport on the Northern Cattle Plains. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1885. 
 
-----. The Naval War of 1812; or, The History of the United States Navy During the Last War with Great Britain, to Which is Appended an 
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Account of the Battle of New Orleans. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1882. 
 
William Howard Taft
Bryan, William Jennings and William Howard Taft. World Peace: A Written Debate Between William Howard Taft and WIlliam Jennings
Bryan. New York: George H. Doran, 1917. 
 
-----. Our Chief Magistrate and His Powers. New York: Columbia University Press, 1915. 
 
-----. Ethics In Service. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1915. 
 
-----. The United States and Peace. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1914. 
 
-----. The Anti-Trust Act and the Supreme Court. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1914. 
 
-----. Popular Government, Its Essence, Its Permanence and Its Perils. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1913. 
 
-----. Representative Government in the United States. New York: New York University Press, 1912. 
 
-----. Present Day Problems, Addresses. New York: Dodd, Mead, 1908. 
 
-----. Four Aspects of Civic Duty. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1906. 
 
Woodrow Wilson
Wilson, Woodrow. Robert E. Lee. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1924. 
 
-----. The Road Away From Revolution. Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press, 
1923. 
 
-----. The New Freedom: A Call for the Emancipation of the Generous Energies of a People. New York, Garden City: Doubleday, Page, 
1913. 
 
-----. The Minister and the Community. New York, London: Association Press, 1912. 
 
-----. The Free Life. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1908. 
 
-----. Constitutional Government in the United States. New York: Columbia University Press, 1908. 
 
-----. A History of the American People. New York, London: Harper & Brothers, 1902. 
 
-----. George Washington. New York, London: Harper & Brothers, 1897. 
 
-----. Mere Literature, and Other Essays. Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1896. 
 
-----. Epochs of American History, Division and Reunion, 1829-1889. New York, London: Longmans, Green, 1893. 
 
-----. An Old Master, and Other Political Essays. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1893. 
 
-----. The State and Federal Governments of the United States. Boston, New York: D.C. Heath, 1889. 
 
-----. The State: Elements of Historical and Practical Politics. Boston: D.C. Heath, 1889. 
 
-----. Congressional Government: A Study in American Politics. Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1885. 
 
Warren G. Harding
Harding, Warren G. Our Common Country; Mutual Good Will in America. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1921. 
 
Calvin Coolidge
Coolidge, Calvin. The Autobiography of Calvin Coolidge. New York: Cosmopolitan, 1929. 
 
-----. Have Faith in Massachusetts. Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1919.  
 
Herbert Hoover
Hoover, Herbert. Fishing For Fun - And to Wash Your Soul. Ed. William Nichols. New York: Random House, 1963. 
 
Hoover, Herbert and William Nichols. An American Epic. Chicago: H. Regnery, 1959. 
 
Hoover, Herbert. The Ordeal of Woodrow Wilson. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1958. 
 
-----. The Memoirs of Herbert Hoover. New York: Macmillan, 1951. 
 
Agricola, Georgius. De Re Metallica. Trans. Lou Henry Hoover and Herbert C. Hoover. New York: Dover, 1950. 
 
Gibson, Hugh and Herbert Hoover. The Basis of Lasting Peace. New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1945. 
 
-----. The Problems of Lasting Peace. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Doran, 1942. 
 
Hoover, Herbert. America's First Crusade. New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 1942. 
 
-----. Shall We Send Our Youth to War? New York: Coward-McCann, 1939. 
 
-----. American Ideals Versus the New Deal. New York. C. Scribner's Sons, 1936. 
 
-----. The Challenge to Liberty. New York, London: C. Scribner's Sons, 1934. 
 
-----. A Boyhood in Iowa. New York: Aventine, 1931. 
 
-----. A Remedy for Disappearing Game Fishes. New York: Huntington, 1930.
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-----. American Individualism. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Page, 1922. 
 
-----. Principles of Mining; Valuation, Organization and Administration; Copper, Gold, Lead, Silver, Tin and Zinc. New York: Hill co., 
1909. 
 
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Roosevelt, Franklin D. On Our Way. New York: John Day, 1934.
 
-----. Looking Forward. New York: John Day, 1933. 
 
-----. Government--Not Politics. New York: Covici-Friede, 1932. 
 
-----. The Happy Warrior, Alfred E. Smith: A Study of a Public Servant. Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1928. 
 
-----. Whither Bound? Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1926. 
 
Harry S. Truman
Truman, Harry S. The Free World and Free Trade. Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1963. 
 
-----. Mr. Citizen. New York: Geis Associates; distributed by Random House, 1960. 
 
-----. Memoirs: Years of Trial and Hope. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1956. 
 
-----. Memoirs: Year of Decisions. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1955. 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Eisenhower, Dwight D. At Ease: Stories I Tell to Friends. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1967. 
 
-----. The White House Years: Waging Peace, 1956-1961. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1966. 
 
-----. The White House Years: Mandate for Change, 1953-1956. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1963. 
 
-----. Crusade in Europe. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1948. 
 
John F. Kennedy
Kennedy, John F. A Nation of Immigrants. Ed. Robert F. Kennedy. New York: Harper & Row, 1964. 
 
-----. The Strategy of Peace. Ed. Allan Nevins. New York: Harper, 1960. 
 
-----. Profiles in Courage. New York: Harper, 1956. 
 
-----, ed. As We Remember Joe. Cambridge: Privately printed, University Press, 1945. 
 
-----. Why England Slept. London: Hutchinson, 1940. 
 
Lyndon B. Johnson
Johnson, Lyndon B. The Vantage Point: Perspectives of the Presidency, 1963-1969. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1971.
 
-----. The Choices We Face. New York: Bantam, 1969. 
 
-----. This America: A Portrait of a Nation. New York: Random House, 1966. 
 
-----. My Hope for America. New York: Random House, 1964. 
 
Richard M. Nixon
Nixon, Richard. Beyond Peace. New York: Random House, 1994.
 
-----. Seize the Moment: America's challenge In a One-Superpower World. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1992. 
 
-----. In the Arena : A Memoir of Victory, Defeat, and Renewal. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1990. 
 
-----. 1999: Victory without War. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1988. 
 
-----. No More Vietnams. New York: Arbor House, 1985. 
 
-----. Real Peace: Strategy for the West. Boston: Little, Brown, 1984. 
 
-----. Leaders. New York: Warner, 1982. 
 
-----. The Real War. New York: Warner, 1980. 
 
-----. RN: The Memoirs of Richard Nixon. New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1978. 
 
-----. Six Crises. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1962. 
 
Gerald R. Ford
Corriveau, John and Gerald Ford. Greater Grand Rapids: The City that Works. Memphis, TN: Towery, 1998. 
 
Ford, Gerald R. Humor and the Presidency. New York: Arbor House, 1987. 
 
-----. A Time to Heal: The Autobiography of Gerald R. Ford. New York: Harper & Row, 1979. 
 
----- and John R. Stiles. Portrait of the Assassin. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1965. 
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Jimmy Carter
Carter, Jimmy. Our Endangered Values: America's Moral Crisis. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005. 
 
-----. The Hornet's Nest: A Novel of the Revolutionary War. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003. 
 
-----. Christmas in Plains: Memories. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001. 
 
-----. An Hour Before Daylight: Memoirs of a Rural Boyhood. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001. 
 
-----. Atlanta: The Right Kind of Courage. Memphis, TN: Towery, 2000. 
 
-----. The Virtues of Aging. New York: Ballantine, 1998. 
 
-----. Sources of Strength: Meditations on Scripture for a Living Faith. New York: Random House, 1997. 
 
Carter, Jimmy, and Amy Carter. The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer. New York: Times Books, 1996. 
 
Carter, Jimmy. Living Faith. New York: Random House, 1996. 
 
-----. Always a Reckoning, and Other Poems. New York: Times Books, 1995. 
 
-----. Talking Peace: A Vision for the Next Generation. New York: Dutton Children's Books, 1993. 
 
-----. Turning Point: A Candidate, A State, and A Nation Come of Age. New York: Times Books, 1992. 
 
-----. An Outdoor Journal: Adventures and Reflections. New York: Bantam, 1988. 
 
Carter, Jimmy, and Rosalynn Carter. Everything to Gain: Making the Most of the Rest of Your Life. New York: Random House, 1987. 
 
Carter, Jimmy. The Blood of Abraham: Insights into the Middle East. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1985. 
 
-----. Negotiation: The Alternative to Hostility. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1984. 
 
-----. Keeping Faith: Memoirs of a President. Toronto, New York: Bantam Books, 1982. 
 
-----. A Government As Good As Its People. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1977. 
 
-----. Why Not the Best? The First Fifty Years. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1975. 
 
Ronald Reagan
Reagan, Ronald. Ronald Reagan: An American Life. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1990. 
 
-----. Speaking My Mind: Selected Speeches with Personal Reflections. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1989. 
 
-----. Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation. New York: Thomas Nelson, 1984. 
 
-----. The Creative Society: Some Comments on Problems Facing America. New York: Devin-Adair, 1968. 
 
-----. Where's the Rest of Me? The Autobiography of Ronald Reagan. New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1965. 
 
George Bush
Bush, George. All the Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters and Other Writings. New York: Scribner, 1999. 
 
Bush, George, and Brent Scowcrowt. A World Transformed. New York: Knopf; Distributed by Random House, 1998. 
 
Bush, George, and Doug Wead. George Bush: Man of Integrity. Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1988. 
 
Bush, George, and Victor Gold. Looking Forward: The George Bush Story. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1987. 
 
William J. Clinton
Clinton, Bill. My Life. New York: Knopf, 2004.
 
-----. Between Hope and History: Meeting America's Challenges for the 21st Century. New York: Times Books, Random House, 1996. 
 
Clinton, Bill and Al Gore. Putting People First: How We Can All Change America. New York: Times Books, 1992. 
 
George W. Bush
Bush, George W. A Charge to Keep. New York: Morrow, 1999. 
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